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iS95)j 3,000 Frenchmen, and among them 600 men of
quality, were killed. Villars, after fighting bravely
and with perhaps too much pertinacity, was taken
prisoner and put to death in cold blood by the
Spaniards as a " traitor/' Doullens shortly after fell
(July 3ist). The atrocities which accompanied the
sack of the town were marked by that cold-blooded
devilry in which the Spanish troops surpassed all
rivals.

Bouillon, far from learning modesty in defeat, lost
no opportunity of thwarting Ncvcrs, who had joined
his colleagues a few hours after the rout. No
attempt was made to prevent Fuentes from laying
siege to Cambray with 18,000 soldiers besides 5,000
sappers and 72 cannon, a most formidable park of
artillery for those days. Cambray, a free Imperial
city, had been taken in 1581 by the Duke of Anjou,
who had placed a certain Balagny, bastard of
Monluc, Bishop of Valence, in command of the town
and garrison.

On the 2d of October while the garrison was on
the walls expecting an assault, the townspeople
seized one of the gates and admitted Fuentes, who
had promised to restore and respect the ancient
privileges and liberties of the city. A week later
the citadel in which Balagny and the French had
taken refuge capitulated.

On hearing that Cambray was threatened, Henry
hurried from Lyons towards the North-western
frontier.

When Henry reached his army, he found the
Spaniards in Cambray, and the French frontier-